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Nigel Cooke, How the World Became Natural, 2023, oil and acrylic on linen, 212 cm × 288.5 cm (83-7/16" × 9' 5-9/16") © Nigel Cooke
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Details:
b. 1973, Manchester, United Kingdom
Connect:
 (opens in a new window) nigelcooke.net
 (opens in a new window) @nigelcookestudio

Pace Publishing:
 (opens in a new window) Shop Now
Read More
                        
                    
                    
                        


Nigel Cooke is known for evocative works that merge figurative forms with abstract and elemental atmospherics.
Since the late 1990s, Cooke has explored and stretched the boundaries of figurative painting, creating a highly diverse and distinctive body of work. More recently, his work has assessed this output, moving into a succinct language with which to investigate his wide range of interests.
Informed by a range of fields from palaeontology, neuroscience, classical mythology and zoology, the linear construction of Cooke’s latest paintings recalls brain circuitry, the human or animal body and landscape formations simultaneously. The artist is interested in folding familiar dualities such as the mind and body, or the human brain and the natural world, into a single fluid gesture. His organic abstractions are loaded with mammalian and geological fragments, creating an instability and movement in the image as well as an ambiguity between a vast array of natural associations.
Using notational sketches and paintings made on location at various sites around the world, Cooke distills his impressions of specific places and the people in them into a personal vocabulary of forms that evolves and repeats through time, with autobiographical material often infusing and directing the process. Developing an emotive and highly focused use of colour alongside these forms, Cooke’s calligraphic images are delicately balanced, with structure and collapse held together in a state of tension. The paintings contrast staining techniques on raw linen with classical techniques of layering and spatial depth, indebted to both abstract expressionism and the figurative compositions of European Classicism. Much of the work’s rehearsals and revisions are visible in the final image, which play fine, schematic areas against passages of gestural impasto. Cooke’s background in masterfully executed figurative painting provides the sense of drawing and representational rendering that permeate the abstract marks. In their unfixed and writhing otherness, they engage with the self as a porous system, in flux between animal states and prehistory, between the inner life and the ecosystems of the world at large.
Nigel Cooke studied at the Royal College of Art and Goldsmiths College, where he gained a PhD in Philosophy, writing about non-linear systems in the thought of George Bataille, Michel Serres and others. Making often atypical connections between disparate fields - cave paintings and surrealism, insect mimicry and information physics - his theoretical writings ultimately explored representation as a function of the natural world, and formed the basis of his conception of the value of painting and its possibilities.
His paintings are held in several of the world’s major public collections, including the Museum of Modern Art, New York; Tate Gallery, London; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; Hammer Museum, Los Angeles; Astrup Fearnely Museet for Moderne Kunst, Oslo; Milwaukee Art Museum.
Read More
                    
                
            
        
    


    



    


    
        



    





    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                








Nigel Cooke, Vines, 2021, oil and acrylic on linen, 225 cm × 164 cm (88-9/16" × 64-9/16") © Nigel Cooke

                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                

Nigel Cooke, Gods of Wine and Dust, 2023, oil and acrylic on linen, 220 cm × 299 cm (86-5/8" × 9' 9-11/16") © Nigel Cooke

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                






Nigel Cooke, The Cloud that Distils a Mirror, 2023, oil and acrylic on linen, 212 cm × 288.5 cm (83-7/16" × 9' 5-9/16") © Nigel Cooke

                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                

Nigel Cooke, Waterlilies, 2020, oil and acrylic on linen, 210 cm × 150 cm (82-11/16" × 59-1/16") © Nigel Cooke

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                






Nigel Cooke, Oceans, 2020, oil and acrylic on linen, 88-9/16" × 64-9/16" (224.9 cm × 164 cm) © Nigel Cooke

                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                

Nigel Cooke, Pantera, 2022, oil and acrylic on linen, 225 cm × 164 cm (88-9/16" × 64-9/16") © Nigel Cooke

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                






Nigel Cooke, Sula, 2022, oil and acrylic on linen, 225 cm × 164 cm (88-9/16" × 64-9/16") © Nigel Cooke

                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                

Nigel Cooke, High Tide, 2022, acrylic on cotton blotting paper, paper, 137 cm × 189 cm (53-15/16" × 74-7/16") 146.2 x 198.2 x 7.2 cm framed © Nigel Cooke

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                        
                            


    
        


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






    

                        

                        
                    
                    

                    
                

            

        

    




    








    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                        
                            


    
        


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






    

                        

                        
                            
                                






Nigel Cooke, Watching, 2019, oil and acrylic on linen,88-9/16" × 64-9/16" (224.9 cm × 164 cm) © Nigel Cooke

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                






Nigel Cooke, Lovers in the Medici Garden, 2018, oil on linen backed with sailcloth, approximately 230 cm × 220 cm × 5 cm (90-9/16" × 86-5/8" × 1-15/16") © Nigel Cooke

                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                

Nigel Cooke, Sunset Bathers, 2018, oil on linen backed with sailcloth, 230 cm × 220 cm × 5 cm (90-9/16" × 86-5/8" × 1-15/16") © Nigel Cooke

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                






Nigel Cooke, Artist's Garden 2, 2018, oil on linen, 220 cm × 205 cm × 5 cm (86-5/8" × 80-11/16" × 1-15/16") © Nigel Cooke

                        
                            
                                


    

        
        
            

            
            
        

    






                            

                            
                                

Nigel Cooke, Deer in Fall, 2018, oil on linen, 232 cm × 180 cm × 5 cm (91-5/16" × 70-7/8" × 1-15/16") © Nigel Cooke
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                        Dates
Born 1973, Manchester
Lives and works in London and Kent
Education
1991–1994, Nottingham Trent University, B.A.
1995–1997, Royal College of Art, London, M.A.
1999–2004, Goldsmith’s College, London, Ph.D.
2023
Nigel Cooke: How the World Became Natural, Pace Gallery, 540 West 25th Street, New York, May 12–July 1, 2023.
2022
Nigel Cooke: Atlas with Butterfly, Pace Gallery, London, November 23, 2022–January 7, 2023.
Nigel Cooke: The Reclusive Eon, Pace Gallery, Palm Beach, Florida, February 18–27, 2022.
Online: Nigel Cooke: In Focus, Pace Gallery Website, February 15–March 19, 2022.
2020
Nigel Cooke: Oceans, Pace Gallery, Geneva, November 11, 2020–January 9 (extended to January 14), 2021.
Nigel Cooke, Pace Gallery, Seoul, September 2–October 24, 2020.
Online: Nigel Cooke: Midnights, Pace Gallery Website, May 15–June 2, 2020. https://www.pacegallery.com/online-exhibitions/nigel-cooke/
Nigel Cooke: New Paintings, Pace Gallery, 540 West 25th Street, January 31–February 29, 2020. (Booklet)
Nigel Cooke: Painter’s Beach Club, Hastings Contemporary, Hastings Old Town, United Kingdom, January 19–March 24, 2019.
2019
Nigel Cooke: Spring in Fialta, Buchmann Galerie, Berlin, April 26–June 29, 2019.
2018
Nigel Cooke, Pace Gallery, 12/F, H Queen’s, 80 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong, November 23, 2018–January 4, 2019.
2016
Nigel Cooke: Roman Willow, Pace London, 6 Burlington Gardens, September 21–October 22, 2016. (Catalogue)
2015
Nigel Cooke: Black Mimosa, Pace Gallery, 510 West 25th Street, New York, September 18–October 24, 2015. (Catalogue)
2013
Nigel Cooke, Stuart Shave Modern Art, London, October 15–November 16, 2013.
Nigel Cooke, Douglas Hyde Gallery, Dublin, May 31–July 17, 2013.
2012
Nigel Cooke, Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York, March 31–May 18, 2012. (Catalogue)
2011
Nigel Cooke, Goss-Michael Foundation, Dallas, October 21, 2011–February 18, 2012.
Nigel Cooke, Blum and Poe, Los Angeles, January 8–February 12, 2011.
2010
Nigel Cooke: Night Crossing, Stuart Shave Modern Art, London, April 30–May 29, 2010.
2009
Nigel Cooke, Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York, April 24–May 30, 2009.
2008
Nigel Cooke: New Accursed Art Club, Stuart Shave Modern Art, London, April 25–May 25, 2008.
2007
Nigel Cooke, Moderna Museet, Sweden, June 1–July 15, 2007.
2006
Nigel Cooke: Dead Painter, Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York, November 10–December 9, 2006. (Catalogue)
Focus: Nigel Cooke, Modern Art Museum, Ft. Worth, October 22–November 26, 2006.
Nigel Cooke: A Portrait of Everything, South London Gallery, March 30–May 14, 2006. (Catalogue)
2005
Nigel Cooke, Modern Art, London, June 2–July 3, 2005.
2004
Nigel Cooke, Cleveland Museum of Art, Ohio, April–August 2004.
Nigel Cooke, Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York, April 9–May 15, 2004.
Art Now: Nigel Cooke, Tate Britain, London, February 6–March 28, 2004.
2002
Nigel Cooke, Modern Art, London, March 8–April 21, 2002. (Catalogue)
2000
Nigel Cooke, Chapman Fine Arts, London, November 17–December 20, 2000.
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                            Nigel Cooke Group Exhibitions



                        
                        
                        2023
ENDGAME, Secci Gallery, Pietrasanta, Italy, July 21–September 3, 2023.
2021
Little Things: Parts I & II, Pace Gallery, Geneva, November 10, 2021–January 5, 2022.
Next World: The Power of Dreams, Iwaki City Art Museum, Fukushima, Japan, April 3–May 16 (extended through June 25), 2021. (Catalogue)
2020
On View in East Hampton, Pace Gallery, 68 Park Place, East Hampton, New York, July 22–29, 2020.
2019
Where is the Madness You Promised Me: Dystopian Paintings from the Marc & Livia Straus Collection, Hudson Valley Museum of Contemporary Art, Peekskill, New York, February 16–April 21, 2019.
2016
Identity Revisted, The Warehouse, Dallas, February 1–December 1, 2016.
2014
Love Story: The Anne and Wolfgang Titze Collection, Belvedere, Vienna, June 15–October 5, 2014.
Somos Libres II, Pinacoteca Gianni e Marella Agnelli, Turin, May 10–September 14, 2014.
Paper, Stellenbosch Modern and Contemporary Art Gallery, Cape Town, South Africa, January 24–March 9, 2014.
2013
Paisale 1969–2013, Museo del Palacio de Bellas Artes, Mexico City, April 25–July 7, 2013.
Theatrical Gestures, Herzliya Museum of Contemporary Art, Israel, January 26–April 20, 2013.
2012
The Stumbling Present: Ruins in Contemporary Art, Art, Design and Architecture Museum, University of California, Santa Barbara, October 13, 2012–January 20, 2013.
Beyond Reality: British Painting Today, Galerie Rudolfinum, Prague, October 3–December 30, 2012.
Hidden Stories, KAI 10 / Arthena Foundation, Düsseldorf, April 20–July 14, 2012. (Catalogue)
Struggle(s), Maison Partilière, Brussels, April 19–June 30, 2012.
2010
21st Century: Art in the First Decade, Queensland Art Gallery, Brisbane, December 18, 2010–April 25, 2011.
She Awoke with a Jerk, Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York, May 8–June 18, 2010.
Skin Fruit: Selections from the Dakis Joannou Collection, New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York, March 3–June 6, 2010. (Catalogue)
The Future Demands Your Participation: Contemporary Art from the British Council Collection, Minsheng Art Museum, Shanghai, February 10–March 21, 2010. (Catalogue)
2009
We’re Moving, Royal College of Art, London, November 20–29, 2009.
15th Anniversary Inaugural Exhibition, Blum and Poe, Los Angeles, October 3–November 14, 2009.
2007
The Incomplete, Chelsea Art Museum, New York, October 2, 2007–January 12, 2008. (Catalogue)
Effigies, Stuart Shave Modern Art, September 7–October 4, 2007.
Dream and Trauma: Works from the Dakis Joannou Collection, Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, Vienna, June 29–October 4, 2007. (Catalogue)
Guggenheim Collection: 1940s to Now, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, June 20–October 7, 2007. (Catalogue)
XS: Recent Small-scale Paintings, Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art, Peekskill, New York, June 9–November 3, 2007.
Fun de Siécle: Symbolism and Contemporary Art, Von der Heydt-Museum, Wuppertal, Germany, April 22–August 5, 2007.
2006
Out of Line: Drawings from the Collection of Sherry and Joel Mallin, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, November 4–December 17, 2006.
Only the Paranoid Survive, Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art, Peekskill, New York, September 17, 2006–January 21, 2007.
Group exhibition, Stuart Shave Modern Art, London, July 14–August 13, 2006.
Imagination Becomes Reality: An Exhibition on the Expanded Concept of Painting. Works from the Goetz Collection, Sammlung Goetz, Munich, February 20–June 3, 2006. Traveled to: ZKM Museum für Neue Kunst, Karlsruhe, Germany, February 17–May 17, 2007. (Catalogue)
New Trajectories I: Relocations, Douglas F. Cooley Memorial Art Gallery, Reed College, Portland, Oregon, January 24–March 11, 2006.
2005
Chambres à Part, Sezz Hotel, Paris, 2005.
Looking at Words: The Formal Use of Text in Modern and Contemporary Works on Paper, Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York, 2005.
Nigel Cooke and George Condo: Black Sculptures and Black Paintings, Blum and Poe, Los Angeles, October 15–December 3, 2005.
Strata: Difference and Repitition, Fondazione Davide Halevim, Milan, May 27–July 2, 2005.
Interested Painting, Gallery 400, University of Illinois, Chicago, February 8–March 19, 2005.
2004
Sodium and Asphalt: Contemporary British Art in Mexico, Museo Tamayo Arte Contemporaneo, Mexico City, July 8–October 2, 2004. Traveled to: Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de Monterrey, October 21, 2004–February 2005. (Catalogue)
Monument to Now: The Dakis Joannou Collection, Deste Foundation for Contemporary Art, Athens, Greece, June 22–December 31, 2004. (Catalogue)
Edge of the Real: A Painting Show, Whitechapel Gallery, London, March 30–May 23, 2004. 
Gewalt, Loushy Art and Editions, Tel Aviv, February 2004. (Catalogue)
2003
Frass, Gold Bullion Vaults, London, 2003.
Drawing Show, Jack Hanley Gallery, San Francisco, November 2003.
4ever Young: International Group Exhibition of Paintings, Sommer Contemporary Art, Tel Aviv, October 23–November 25, 2003.
I See a Darkness, Blum and Poe, Los Angeles, February 8–March 15, 2003.
Dirty Pictures, The Approach, London, January 30–March 23, 2003.
Exploring Landscape: Eight Views from Britain, Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York, January 24–February 22, 2003.
2002
Still Life. Organized by the British Council. Traveled to: Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, Santiago, Chile, opened November 7, 2002; Museo de Alejandro Otero, Caracas, Venezuela, opened February 9, 2003; Museo de Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires, opened May 1, 2003; Parque España, Rosario, Argentina, opened July 1, 2003; Museo de Arte Carrillo Gil, Mexico City, opened July 16, 2003; Biblioteca Luis Angel Arango, Bogota, opened September 15, 2003; Museo de Arte Contemporaneo, Panama City, opened January 21, 2004; Museo de Arte Moderno, Guatemala, opened April 1, 2004; SESI, Sao Paulo, August 4–November 7, 2004; Museum of Contemporary Art Niteroi, Rio de Janeiro, November 20, 2004–February 27, 2005. (Catalogue).
Melodrama, Artium, Centro-Museo Vasco de Arte Contemporáneo, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain, April 26–September 22, 2002. Traveled to: Centro José Guerrero, Palacio de los Condes de Gabia, Granada, October 2002–January 2003; Museo de Arte Contemporáneo, Vigo, Mexico, February–April 2003. (Catalogue)
2001
Tattoo Show, Modern Art, London, July 7–August 12, 2001.
A Sport and a Pastime, Greene Naftali, Inc., New York, June 14–July 12, 2001.
2000
Homage to Budokan, Foyles Gallery, London, 2000.
Wooden Heart, Avco, London, 2000. 
1999
Glory, British Council Window Gallery, Prague, 1999.
1998
Newcomtemporaries 98, Tea Factory, Liverpool, July 3–26, 1998. Traveled to: Camden Arts Centre, London, August 7–September 20, 1998; Hatton Gallery, University of Newcastle, November 28, 1998–January 15, 1999. (Catalogue)
1997
Interesting Painting, City Racing, London, closed June 29, 1997.
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                        Astrup Fearnley Museet for Moderne Kunst, Oslo
British Council, London
Dallas Museum of Art, Dallas
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles
He Art Museum, Shunde, China
Honart Museum, Tehran
The Long Museum, Shanghai
Moderna Museet, Stockholm
Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles
The Museum of Modern Art, New York
Pinault Collection, France
Sammlung Goetz Collection, Munich
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York
Southampton City Art Gallery, United Kingdom
Tate, London
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Cooke, Nigel. “Nigel Cooke – Atlas with Butterfly” (Pace Gallery exhibition review). Interview with 1883 Magazine Art. 1883 Magazine, 12 January 2023. https://1883magazine.com/nigel-cooke-atlas-with-butterfly/
Cooke, Nigel. “Vouching for Uncertainty” (Pace Gallery exhibition review). Interview with Izzy Einstein. Office Magazine, 13 June 2023. http://officemagazine.net/vouching-uncertainty
Kakar, Arun. “What Sold at Art Basel in Basel 2023.” Artsy, 20 June 2023. https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-sold-art-basel-basel-2023
Olof-Ors, Nathalie. “Basel Defies Forecast Of Art Market Slowdown.” Barron’s Penta, 16 June 2023. https://www.barrons.com/news/basel-defies-forecast-of-art-market-slowdown-af37e7d5
Rea, Naomi. “Art Basel’s Day-One Sales Show Demand for Fresh Work Is Undented, While Secondary Material Receives More Price Scrutiny.” Artnet News, 13 June 2023. https://news.artnet.com/market/art-basels-day-one-sales-2316815 
2022
Ng, Charmaine. “11 virtual and online art exhibitions you can see from Hong Kong.” Lifestyle Asia, 16 March 2022. https://www.lifestyleasia.com/hk/culture/art-design/best-virtual-art-exhibitions-hong-kong/
2021
Languin, Irène. "Nigel Cooke fait danser les océans à la galerie Pace” (Pace Gallery exhibition review). Tribune de Genève, 5 January 2021. https://www.tdg.ch/nigel-cooke-fait-danser-les-oceans-a-la-galerie-pace-170718834329
Michalarou, Efi. “ART-PRESENTATION: Nigel Cooke-Oceans” (Pace Gallery exhibition presentation). Dream Idea Machine. http://www.dreamideamachine.com/?p=63067
2020
“Artist Nigel Cooke takes action against pollution with Parley for the Oceans” (Pace Gallery exhibition review). Numéro, 18 November 2020.
Benfield, Thomas. “The Couch Gallery Crawl” (Pace Gallery online exhibition preview). New York Magazine, 14 May 2020. https://www.vulture.com/article/virtual-museum-gallery-shows.html
Knupp, Kristen. “Nigel Cooke: The Ebb and Flow of Painting” (Pace Gallery exhibition review). Art Vista, 19 November 2020. https://art-vista.com/nigel-cooke-the-ebb-and-flow-of-painting/
“Nigel Cooke” (Pace Gallery online exhibition review). Air Mail, 8 May 2020. https://airmail.news/arts-intel/events/nigel-cooke-2541
“Nigel Cooke” (Pace Gallery exhibition review). Artspeak, 31 January 2020.  (opens in a new window) https://www.artspeak.nyc/home/2020/1/28/nigel-cooke
“Nigel Cooke." Quintessentially, June 2020: illustrated.
Smith, Lottie. “The Best Virtual Exhibitions to Explore from Home” (Pace Gallery online exhibition review). Vanity Fair, 22 May 2020. https://www.vanityfair.com/london/2020/05/the-best-virtual-exhibitions-to-explore-from-home
“The A-List: The Best Culture to Catch From Home this Week” (Pace Gallery online exhibition review). Vanity Fair, 18 May 2020. https://www.vanityfair.com/london/2020/05/the-best-culture-desk-yoga-wine-workshop
“VF London Newsletter” (Pace Gallery online exhibition review). Vanity Fair UK, 15 May 2020. http://email.vanityfair.co.uk/q/11n37XHNNgf7L9pRvmON903/wv
Waddoups, Ryan. “10 Must-See Exhibitions This Week, From Mexico City to London and Beyond” (Pace Gallery Exhibition Review). Surface, 27 January 2020. https://www.surfacemag.com/articles/10-must-see-exhibitions-this-week-from-mexico-city-to-london-and-beyond/
“Watch Nigel Cooke Describe His New Show” (Pace Gallery exhibition review). Phaidon, 19 November 2020. https://www.phaidon.com/agenda/art/articles/2020/november/18/watch-nigel-cooke-describe-his-new-show/
Westall, Mark. “Nigel Cooke Midnights, a solo exhibition” (Pace Gallery online exhibition review). FAD Magazine, 15 May 2020. https://fadmagazine.com/2020/05/15/nigel-cooke-midnights-a-solo-exhibition/
2019
Wampler, Zach. “More is More: Nigel Cooke at Pace, Hong Kong.” Provokr, n.d. https://www.provokr.com/art/more-is-more/ (accessed 19 February 2020)
2018
Cooke, Nigel. “In the Studio with British Artist Nigel Cooke.” Interview with Sonia Kolesnikov-Jessop. Cobo Social, 22 November 2018. https://www.cobosocial.com/dossiers/in-the-studio-with-british-artist-nigel-cooke/
“Nigel Cooke: Pace” (exhibition review). Hong Kong Tatler, December 2018: 62, illustrated.
Wampler, Zach. “More is More: Nigel Cooke at Pace, Hong Kong” (exhibition review). Provokr.com, accessed 15 January 2019. https://www.provokr.com/art/more-is-more/
2016
Cooke, Nigel. “Nigel Cooke.” Creative Quarterly (December 2016): 16-9, illustrated.
Dillon, Brian. “Nigel Cooke: Roman Willow” (Pace London exhibition review). Art Review (December 2016), illustrated.
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